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Bengal, and the several stages and gradations by which
it has been brought into its actual state. The modes
of abuse, and the means by which commerce has suf-
fered, will be considered in greater detail under the
distinct heads of those objects which have chiefly suf-
fered by them.

During the time of the Mogul government, the
princes of that race, who omitted nothing for the
encouragement of commerce in their dominions, be-
stowed very large privileges and immunities on the
English East India Company, exempting them from
several duties to which their natural-born subjects
were liable. The Company's dustuck, or passport,
secured to them this exemption at all the custom-
houses and toll-bars of the country. The Company,
not being able or not choosing to make use of their
privilege to the full extent to which it might be car-
ried, indulged their servants with a qualified use of
their passport, under which, and in the name of the
Company, they carried on a private trade, either by
themselves or in society with natives, and thus found
a compensation for the scanty allowances made to
them by their masters in England. As the country
government was at that time in the fulness of its
strength, and that this immunity existed by a double
connivance, it was naturally kept within tolerable
limits.

But by the revolution in 1757 the Company's ser-
vants obtained a mighty ascendant over the native
princes of Bengal, who owed their elevation to the
British arms. The Company, which was new to that
kind of power, and not yet thoroughly apprised of its
real character and situation, considered itself still as
a trader in the territories of a foreign potentate, in